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Living Through Growing Pains Of Geezerhood
THE OLD GEEZER
One does not suddenly
become a Geezer.
“Geezerhood,” sorta creeps
up on you very slowly,
with great stealth but with
relentless purpose.

As a young man I read all
the writers of note, of my
time, Hemingway, Faulkner,
Pasternak, Steinbeck,
Shakespeare, and Wilfred
Owen. They all had many

lessons about life, love and
death.
None of the books I read
and none of my teachers
alerted me to the oncoming
storm of age related
challenges that sooner or
later threaten all our little
vessels of life.
At forty I never thought
that putting on a pair of
socks could be a challenge,

or that running up a flight
of stairs could be compared
to The Boston Marathon,
or that my daily work-out
would be something akin
the last stand of The 300
Spartans at Thermopylae.
It is always interesting
to see what each morning
brings with regards to a
new ache or pain, or word
of a departed friend. Those
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words, those sad unwanted
words become sort of a
hammer that slowly, very
slowly punishes and knocks
us down.
As a proud Geezer I am
pleased to march on and
happy to share what I am
learning about life as a
Geezer.
I have to go now; I think
someone is on my lawn.

As I progress up the hill of
aging I have noticed many
changes. I have noticed that
suitcases have changed over
the years, they seem to be
making them heavier now
than when I was in my 20’s
and 30’s.
Not only are they harder to
pick up and put into the car
trunk, but they are harder to
keep track of.
I know you are thinking
“how can you lose a suitcase?”
Well, it is quite easy.
Traveling with two friends
in a resort town where you
could walk to everything,
we parked the rental car in
the parking garage leaving
it for several days without
returning.
When it was time to leave
town, the three of us packed
up our suitcases and headed
for the parking garage. That is
where our troubles began.
While ascending the garage
on the elevator there was a
discussion about what floor
we parked on. We talked
about the second, third, fourth
and so on and discussed the
coordinating colors that went
along with the numbers.
All three of us had different
recollections –red, two, or
green or was it fourth?
Arriving on the third floor,
which one person was sure
was where we parked, one of
us waited with the luggage
(the youngest one, now
looking back what where we
thinking?) While two of us

scoured for the car going up
and down aisles yelling over
to each other that is was not
in sight.
It did not help that, being
the typical white rental car, we
were not sure which one could
be ours as they were all the
same!
We continued walking the
third floor coming up empty
handed, then walked down
the ramp to the second floor
each taking an aisle and
walking and walking trying
to find the mysterious white
rental car. With no luck
we rallied at the site of the
luggage to discuss, once again,
where could this car be. We
discussed that we thought it
was parked facing a wall, but
then another said no it was
not at a wall.
Heading out on foot, once
again looking up and down
aisles on the third floor
with the assurance of one
person that it was there, I
remembered that I had taken
a picture when we got out
of the car on my camera,
not my cell phone. To this
day I can’t remember why I
did, but someone was doing
something funny. I wanted to
remember it! I went back to
the luggage got out my camera
and tried to view on the tiny
little screen just where that car
might be. However, with my
photojournalist skills, I had
zoomed in on the person and
what they were doing, and the
photo did not present us with

a clue as to where we were
parked.
I am sure some of you are
sitting there wondering why
we didn’t push the panic
button to find the car. We did,
and it did not go off, until,
I was near the center of the
garage where the ramps went
up and down. I heard a car
horn go off, but at that time
we were located on the fifth
floor and that car was down
on the first floor. I discovered,
after running down ramps like
a fool trying to find the horn, I
found it wasn’t our car.
I continually went back
to the same floor, fourth,
and same location because I
was sure that was where we
parked, finally after many
steps in the 90 plus degree
heat I found the car, in the
area where I thought it was. A
big truck was parked next to it
and we never saw our car on
the other side.
I called the other hoofer
and picked her up and drove
down to the second floor
where we picked up the
luggage guard and packed the
car and took off for the next
location.
Arriving two plus hours
later we began unloading the
car, piece after piece of luggage
came out of the truck except
for one - my overnight bag,
you know PJ’s, toothbrush and
all the essentials. What could
we do? I had to rough it for
the night.
The next morning, we
took the luggage guard to the
airport to fly home and the
two of us drove back to get
my luggage that was left at the
scene of the never-ending car
search and then drove back to
continue our trip.
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Bicyclists Must Follow Ohio Rules Of The Road
look like traditional
bicycles. However, they
are equipped with a
Contributed by
battery-powered motor
Hon. W. Scott Gwin
that provides assistance
Fifth District Court Of Appeals
when a rider pushes the
pedals. The Ohio legislature
As the weather gets
red light in the back of the adopted three e-bike
warmer, many individuals bike at night or whenever
classifications based on
are biking to work, to
the weather makes lights
the assistance provided by
school, or just for fun.
necessary.
the electric motor and the
Because bicycles are
Prior to 2017, Ohio law
e-bike’s top speed. Under
considered vehicles under required drivers of motor
the law, the classification of
Ohio law, Ohio requires
vehicles to pass those on a the e-bike determines what
cyclists to follow the
bicycle at a “safe distance.” equipment is required, who
rules and laws of the road
However, in 2017, Ohio
may operate the e-bike, and
when riding on roadways, joined the majority of
where the e-bike can be
including following basic
states in requiring drivers
ridden.
traffic laws and following
of motor vehicles to pass
Like regular bicycles,
all traffic control devices.
those on a bicycle at a safe e-bikes must have operable
The primary bicycledistance, and specifically
brakes, a front-mounted
specific law in Ohio is that providing that three feet
white light, and rear red
a bicycle must be operated or greater between the
light or red reflector. A
“as near to the right side of vehicle and the bicycle is
Class 3 e-bike has the
the roadway as practicable,” considered a safe passing
additional requirement that
except when it is
distance. Additionally, if
it must have a speedometer
unreasonable or unsafe to
a motorist can follow the
that displays its speed in
do so. A bicycle rider may rules to pass a cyclist while miles per hour. While
ride away from the side
crossing a double yellow
anyone old enough to ride
of the roadway in order
line, they are permitted to
a bicycle and understand
to avoid fixed or moving
do so.
the laws about its operation
objects, avoid parked or
Until 2019, Ohio was one can ride a Class 1 or Class
moving vehicles, or if the
of 20 states without e-bike 2 e-bike, Class 3 e-bike
lane is too narrow for the
regulations and e-bikes did operators must be at least
bicycle to travel safely side not meet the definition of
16 years old and wear a
by side with an overtaking motor vehicles or bicycles. protective helmet. This is
vehicle within the lane.
Ohio’s e-bike law went into because Class 3 e-bikes
Cyclists must also furnish effect in March of 2019
can reach a top speed of 28
their bikes with a white
and specifically excludes
miles per hour.
light on the front of the
e-bikes from the definition
As long a cyclist follows
bike and a red reflector and of motor vehicles. E-bikes

FROM THE BENCH

all the traffic laws, they
can ride their e-bike on
any street, roadway, or
highway in Ohio; however,
the cyclist cannot ride an
e-bike on a freeway or
limited-access highway. The
classification of the e-bike
also impacts which bicycle
or shared-use path one
can ride on. Class 1 and 2
e-bikes are allowed on both
bicycle-only and shareduse paths. The new law
prohibits Class 3 e-bikes
from being operated on

any bicycle-only or shareduse paths unless the local
authorities permit their
use within or adjacent to
a highway. E-bikes cannot
be operated on sidewalks
unless the motor is turned
off.
SOURCES:
Am. Sub. H.B. 250
Analysis. https://www.
legislature.ohio.gov
Magas, The Law of Riding
a Bicycle in Ohio, Ohio State
Bar Association Law You
Can Use (Aug. 13, 2020).

Shine A Spotlight On Local
Senior Volunteer Service
please submit a short
story (150 words or less)
describing the person and
what makes them special.
Be sure to include their
Name, Age, Activities,
Community Service,
Accomplishments, Years of
Involvement, etc. If a photo
of the person is available,
please send that also. In
addition, please include
your name and phone
number in the event we
need to contact you with a
question. All information
must reach the Senior
Forum by the 15th of the
month prior to publication.
Mail everything to Senior
Forum, PO Box 36222,
Canton OH 44735.

Laser Cataract Surgery
NOW AVAILABLE!
Eye Centers of Ohio is the first in Stark County to
bring cataract patients the Alcon® LenSx® Laser.
Alcon’s advanced LenSx® Laser offers you a precision based
solution for your eyes. A bladeless, computer controlled
laser surgery planned and performed to exacting, individualized
specifications not attainable with traditional surgical methods.
When your sight is compromised, your life is compromised.
Fortunately, with the most technologically advanced laser, you can
have the confidence that you are doing the very best for your eyes.

Call Today To Schedule
Your Appointment
Laurence Karns M.D.
Paul Turgeon M.D.

800 McKinley Ave. NW, Canton

6407 Frank Ave. NW, North Canton

330-452-8884
www.eyecentersofohio.com

330-966-1111

5010440825

Because there are many
seniors in our communities
who are doing many
wonderful things, the Senior
Forum prints a feature
called “Senior Spotlight”. In
this column, WITH YOUR
HELP, we will recognize
seniors who, for example,
have been volunteering their
time for a worthy cause,
have been helping to care
for someone in need, have
accomplished an unusual
goal, or reached a milestone
in their life ... anything that
you can think of that sets
them apart as a “special
person” who has gone “above
and beyond the call of duty.”
If you know someone who
meets these qualifications,
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Real Estate May Be Transfered Outside Probate

name of John Doe, the
property will need to be
probated when John Doe
Contributed by
dies.
Sandy K. Cheshire
If the deed is in the
Attorney at Law
name of John Doe and
Mary Doe, with no adA major asset of many
ditional language, John
on Death Affidavit;
seniors is their real esDoe is deemed to own an
• Ownership Language
tate, i.e. their home. It
undivided one-half interof the Deed
is important to consider
How real estate is trans- est in the property. His
how this asset will trans½ interest will need to be
ferred after death is defer after your death. Real termined by the names on probated. Mary does NOT
estate can pass after death the Deed. The following
automatically inherit John’s
by the following methods, are typical examples:
interest in the property.
without needing to file in
Even if John and Mary are
• John Doe;
Probate Court:
married, John’s interest in
• John Doe and Mary
• According to the
the real estate will need to
Doe; or
ownership language of the
go through Probate Court
• John Doe and Mary
deed, or
to be transferred.
Doe, joint and survivor
• Pursuant to a Transfer
If the deed is written
If the deed is just in the
in the name of John Doe
and Mary Doe, joint and
survivor, John’s ownership
interest in the real estate
transfers automatically to
Section 8 Elderly/Disabled Community. Mary Doe, without the
need to involve Probate
Plaza Apartments
Court.
3320 Cromer Ave., Canton, Ohio 44709
One of the ways to avoid
Bus Route - Paid Utilities
the need to probate real
estate is to have a joint
234-804-0024
and survivor interest, so
that the decedent’s interest passes to the co-owner.

LEGALLY SPEAKING

NOW TAKING
APPLICATIONS

As shown by the example
above, it is important that
the joint and survivorship language is included.
It is advisable to review
the ownership language
on the deed to determine how the property is
owned. If joint and survivorship ownership is
desired, the owner may
want to have an attorney
change the ownership
language of the deed.
Transfer on Death Affidavit
The use of a joint and
survivor co-owner may
not be consistent with
the owner’s estate plans.
Another option available
under Ohio law is the use
of the Transfer on Death
Affidavit. An attorney
prepares an Affidavit of
the property owner, which
states to whom the real
property should be transferred to in the event of
the owner’s death. This
Affidavit is filed with the
County Recorder’s office. It is not necessary to
change the deed which is
currently on file with the
County Recorder’s Office.

At the time of the owner’s
death, the real estate
transfers without the need
to involve the Probate
Court.
If you would like
to consider how your
real estate will transfer at the time of your
death or other aspects
of your estate planning,
please contact Sandra K
Cheshire at Cheshire Law
Office, North Canton,
phone 330-433-9310 or
email cheshire.sandy@
gmail.com. Some of the
legal services this office
provides includes: Wills,
Revocable Living Trusts,
Powers of Attorney,
Medicaid Planning and
Probate.
The information presented in this article is intended to educate consumers on
various issues which might
impact their situation. It is
NOT intended to substitute
for legal advice applicable
to a specific situation. It is
always best to consult an
attorney to determine how
your specific circumstances
may be impacted.
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What Are Social Security Representative Payees?
behalf and must use the
money to pay for your
current needs, including:
Contributed by
• Housing and utilities.
Robert Fenn
• Food.
Social Security Administartion
• Medical and dental
expenses.
Millions of people get
we’ll assign a representative
• Personal care items.
monthly Social Security
payee to manage your
• Clothing.
benefits or Supplemental
benefits for you. We try to
• Rehabilitation expenses
Security Income payments. select someone who knows (if you’re disabled).
Some need help managing you and wants to help you.
If you need help
their money. When we
A representative payee
managing your benefits,
receive information that
receives your monthly
tell a Social Security
indicates you need help,
benefit payment on your
representative that there is

SOCIAL SECURITY

Tub To Shower Conversion Helps Eliminate
Falling Hazard, Improves Accessibility
One of the biggest
dangers faced by th e
elderly is fa lling. We
don’t usually give it much
attention but falling down
for an elderly person
cannot only be a painful
experience but a crippling
one as well. It can lead to
broken bones, internal
bleeding, head trama or
worse.
Stairs, curbs, slippery
floors and bathtubs are
just a few of the obstacles
that can cause an elderly
person to slip and fall.
Bathtubs, especially,
pose a special problem.
Needing help to get in and
out of a bathtub so you
can bathe is embarrassing
and humiliating. And
the costs associated with
converting a tub to a
walk-in shower can put
a severe strain anyone’s
budget.
However, at Limited
Mobility Remodeling has
a solution to this problem
called the TUBCUT.
The TUBCUT is a tub to
shower modification that
not only is affordable but
is custom made to each
tub for a very aesthetically
pleasing look.
“We use your tub,” said
Aaron Malish, owner of
Limited Mobility, “We cut
away a section then fit it
with plastic granite that
we mold to the contour
of your tub. When we are
done you can’t tell that the
tub was even worked on.”

One of the nice things
about it is the finished
look.
“I’ve been doing tub cuts
for about 5 years now,”
said Rick Colon, one of
the installers. “I am still
amazed at how beautiful it
looks when it’s done.”
“It doesn’t upset the
bathrooms look or
feel because we don’t
change anything in the
bathroom,” he continued.
“We just make the cut.”
A full tub to shower
conversion can run
anywhere from $6,000
to $8,000, but with the
TUBCUT that cost can be
reduced by up to 90%.
“The affordability of the
TUBCUT is amazing,” said
Malish. “I was in a lady’s
house and she told that
another company wanted
to charge over $8,000 to
put in a walk-in shower.
I told her she should
have talked them down a
bit. She said that was the
talked down number.”
“What’s so nice about
this is that it really changes
a person’s life,” Malish
continued. “We take for
granted doing a little thing
like stepping over the tub.
But when you can’ t do it,
it is a huge deal. We give
people their independence
back. And that really is
important to me.”
Limited Mobility
Remodeling offers
affordable solutions to
everyday problems. No

need to spend thousands
to give you independence
and security when taking
a shower.
For more information
about this product or
other safety options
in the bath, contact
Aaron Malish of Limited
Mobility Remodeling is
a Certified Age In Place
Specialist. For more
information call 330730-3228 or visit www.
thelimitedmobility.com.

someone you want to be
your representative payee.
They should be someone
you trust and see often, and
who clearly understands
your needs. Social service
agencies, nursing homes,
or other organizations are
also qualified to be your
representative payee. Ask
them to contact us.
We also offer an
option, called Advance
Designation, which
allows you to choose a
representative payee in
advance. In the event you
can no longer make your

own financial decisions,
you and your family
will have peace of mind
knowing you already chose
someone you trust to
manage your benefits.
You can submit your
advance designation request
when you apply for benefits
or after you are already
receiving benefits. You may
do so through your personal
my Social Security account
at www.ssa.gov/myaccount,
by telephone, or in person.
You can find more
information at http://www.
ssa.gov/payee.
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Safe Drugs Designed To Help Keep Bones Strong
PRESCRIPTIONS

Recently in the
news there have been
reports of jaw bone
damage in patients
taking medications
called bisphosphonates.

Contributed by

Davies Pharmacy
Bisphosphonates are
a widely used class of
medications that help
make bones strong and
less likely to break. Here
is a brief list of the most

commonly prescribed
medications in this class:
Fosamax (alendronate)
- tablet (now available in
generic)
Actonel (risedronate) tablet
Didronel (etidronate) tablet
Boniva (ibandronate) tablet or intravenous (IV)
infusion
Reclast (zoledronic
acid) - intravenous (IV)
infusion
Osteonecrosis of the
jaw (jaw bone damage)
is a rare condition that
occurs when the bone
is injured and dies. It
happens when bones
don’t heal properly after
certain dental procedures,
such as having a tooth

pulled. Patients who
have osteonecrosis of
the jaw may have severe
pain and swelling in
the jaw and loose teeth.
Bisphosphonate pills or
capsules are commonly
used for the prevention or
treatment of osteoporosis.
In general, osteonecrosis
of the jaw is a RARE
condition. The chances
of developing jaw bone
damage from using any
bisphosphonate is very
small. Of the millions of
people who have used
bisphosphonates over
the years, only 368 cases
of jaw damage have
been reported as of May
2006. Your risk could
increase, however, if
you have certain dental
procedures such as having
a tooth pulled. Even
though your chances of
developing osteonecrosis
of the jaw are rare, it is
a good idea to tell your
dentist if you are taking a
bisphosphonate.
The best way to prevent
jaw osteonecrosis is to
take good care of your
teeth. It is important
to brush and floss your
teeth at least once a
day to keep your teeth
and gums healthy. Also,
be sure to visit your
dentist regularly for
routine dental exams
and cleaning. If you are
not currently taking a
bisphosphonate, but will
be starting one soon, be
sure to tell your dentist
NOW. They may want
to take care of necessary
dental work before

you start taking your
bisphosphonate.
Bisphosphonates are
very safe drugs that
have been used by
millions of people. These
medications can help
make your bones stronger
and prevent them from
breaking. Your chances
of developing jaw bone
damage are very small,
while the overall benefits
of using a bisphosphonate
are large.
Be sure to take good
care of your teeth and
have routine dental exams
and cleaning to prevent
the need for dental
procedures. If you’re
concerned about taking
a bisphosphonate, talk
with your physician about
what would be best for
you. Don’t stop taking
your bisphosphonate on
your own.
The information presented in this article
is intended to educate
consumers on various
health topics. It is NOT
intended to provide
instruction on medical
diagnosis or treatment.
It is always best to seek
professional medical
advice from a pharmacist
or doctor prior to
initiating new medical
treatments.
If you have a question
for the pharmacist, send
it to “Pharmacist,” C/O
SeniorForum, P.O. Box
36222, Canton, Ohio
44735. We will attempt to
answer your question in
this publication as time
and space allows.

COVID-19 vaccines
are available in dozens
of locations throughout
Summit County,
including several local
pharmacies, for the statedefined Phase 1B 80 and
up group. Locations and
contact information is
currently available at
https://www.scph.org/
covid/vaccine. Residents

lacking internet access
or a device should call
the Summit County
Public Health COVID
Call Center at (330)
926-5795. Call Center
staff will share vaccine
provider locations and
contact information with
residents. Staff is available
Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

COVID Call Center Available
For Residents Without Internet
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County Executive Warns Of COVID-19 Vaccine Scams
Summit County Executive
Ilene Shapiro is warning
residents to be on the

lookout for COVID-19
vaccine scams. As vaccine
manufacturers begin

The Federal Emergency
Management Agency
(FEMA) is accepting
applications for the
COVID-19 Funeral
Assistance program.
Created by the
Coronavirus Response
and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act of 2021
and the American Rescue
Plan Act of 2021, the
program provides financial
assistance for COVID-19related funeral expenses
incurred after January 20,
2020.
To apply for funeral
assistance, applicants
should call 844-684-6333
or TTY 800-462-7585
Monday through Friday 9
a.m. to 9 p.m. Assistance
is limited to a maximum
of $9,000 per funeral and a
maximum of $35,500 per
application.
Applicants must meet the
following requirements to
receive assistance:
• The death must have
occurred in the United
States, including the U.S.
territories, and the District
of Columbia.
• The death certificate
must indicate the death was
attributed to COVID-19.
• The applicant must be

a U.S. citizen, non-citizen
national, or qualified alien
who incurred funeral
expenses after January 20,
2020.
• There is no requirement
for the deceased person to
have been a U.S. citizen,
non-citizen national, or
qualified alien.
The following documents
may be required to receive
assistance: an official death
certificate, funeral expense
documents and proof of
funds received from other
sources. If deemed eligible
for funeral assistance,
program participants will
receive a check by mail, or
funds by direct deposit,
depending on which option
chosen when applying for
assistance.
FEMA has received
reports of scammers
reaching out to people
offering to register them for
funeral assistance. FEMA
has not sent any such
notifications and will not
contact people prior to them
registering for assistance.
Funeral Assistance FAQs,
including covered expenses,
are available at https://
www.fema.gov/disasters/
coronavirus/economic/
funeral-assistance/faq.

FEMA Accepting COVID-19
Funeral Assistance Applications

distribution and hospitals,
pharmacies and other
health care providers receive
vaccines for administration,
public officials are concerned
scammers may use the
opportunity to conduct
vaccine-related scams.
“Unfortunately, we
know scammers will use
this good news to do bad
things. From posing as
health professionals to
impersonating vaccine
distributors, scammers
will find creative ways to
get personal information
or money” said Executive
Shapiro. “Summit County
residents should exercise
extreme caution if an
unknown individual
contacts them about the
COVID-19 vaccine. When
in doubt, hang up the phone,
delete the text or email, or
throw away the letter.”
The following tips will help
residents avoid potential
COVID-19 virus and
vaccine-related scams:
• Verify any vaccinerelated information with
legitimate news reports.
Double-check any new

“too-good-to-be-true” news
or claims. You may consider
contacting your family
doctor, your local health
department or the statewide
Ohio Department of Health’s
COVID-19 call center (1833-427-5634) to check on
issues you are unsure about.
• You likely will not need
to pay anything out of
pocket to get the vaccine
during this public health
emergency. You can’t pay
to put your name on a list
to get the vaccine. You can’t
pay to get early access to the
vaccine.
• No one from a vaccine
distribution site or health
care payer, like a private
insurance company, will call
you asking for your Social
Security number, your

credit card or bank account
information to sign you up
to get the vaccine.
• Look for some of the
red flags of a scam, such
as being asked to wire
money or send a prepaid
money card or gift card to
a stranger; being pressured
to act immediately; or being
told to buy a product or
service where the company
refuses to provide any
information in writing. Also
look out if you’re asked to
keep conversations a secret.
Consumers who suspect
an unfair business practice
or want help addressing a
consumer problem should
contact the Ohio Attorney
General’s Office at www.
OhioProtects.org or 800282-0515.
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Time For A New Game Plan For The Rest Of The YearR

organized and take the time
to investigate other savings
and investing tools available
Contributed by
to you that can increase
Dee Siegferth
the value of your savings,
MA Administration, MA Gerontology, RR, RFC, CSA
investments, and income
instead of having your money
As you all know by
tax-savings game plan for
earn little or no interest
now, Tax Season has been
those old 401ks, deferred
in CDs or money market
extended again until May
compensation, tax shelters
accounts. You may call our
17, and it is the perfect time
(403b), or IRA plans. As Ed
office to check out other
to become more organized
Slott says, “The Tax man
safe money rates using short
and to make adjustments to
Cometh” every year for these term annuities, life insurance
your life, financial savings,
plans after you start taking
products or bond funds.
and investment plan. Every
those mandatory Required
Every day that your money
month that your money is not Minimum Distributions.
earns no real rate of return is
outperforming inflation and These plans need attention
another day that you are not
taxes, you are losing money.
or you will lose even more
increasing the real value of
Some of you may remember of your hard earned money
your money.
the days when CDs were
to the IRS. To maximize
Lastly, by following easy
paying 12 and 13%, and your your taxable and pre-tax
to understand tax, investing,
money was outperforming
income, you may just need
savings and asset protection
the taxes and inflation
to reposition how you
strategies, you will have more
monsters. While we cannot
spend and save, by timing
money in your bank account,
envision interest rates being
withdrawals from Retirement not the IRS. You have an
this low forever, there are still Accounts, Social Security or idea of what needs the most
plenty of good reasons to have other investments planning
attention with regards to your
your money working for you how and where to save; and
life plan.
instead of chasing returns
planning when and how
Make your New Year plan
down the road. During tax
to take Social Security and
and put first things first by
time is a good time to begin
your IRAs, can increase your getting organized, getting
your new game plan for the
income in the future!
educated and being informed.
rest of the year.
Now it is worth your time
Take Advantage of your
As you finish your taxes
to begin a new game plan
FREE phone consultation
for 2021, you will need a
for the rest of 2021. Get
with Dee Siegferth. Dee

MONEY MATTERS

104 Third St. NW • Stuite 103
Barberton, OH 44203
www.themilestonecenter.com

has achieved Charter
Masters Elite IRA Status
as a member of Ed Slott’s
Elite IRA Advisory Group,
as seen on PBS. Visit www.
irahelp.com. You may e-mail
dee@themilestonecenter.
com or call our office at
330-644-0284 to schedule

your complimentary
consultation. Securities
offered through American
Global Wealth Management,
Inc. Member FINRA, SIPC,
MSRB. Investment advisory
services offered through
Cape Investment Advisory, a
registered investment advisor. P
r
p
o
h
and past notifications and a
P
alerts from the agency, as
well as the National Weather c
e
Service. Summit EMA is
building a link component c
h
that will allow residents
to self-report information
about property damage from P
flooding, storms, high winds, F
w
and more.
t
This project was grant
2
funded through BJA
t
Coronavirus Emergency
Supplemental Funding (CESFc
FY20) and was developed by i
myEMAapp.com, a division t
of OCV, LLC. The Summit w
County EMA app is available “
for download for free in the
Apply App Store and Google t
a
Play Store by searching
i
“Summit County EMA.”
s
a
h
t
f
h
t
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b
t
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f
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Emergency Management
Agency Launches App

The Summit County
Emergency Management
Agency (Summit EMA)
now has a smartphone
application (app) available
in both the Apple App Store
and the Google Play Store.
The app provides emergency
notifications and updates
pertaining to weather, traffic,
hazards, and emergencies.
It also features updated
COVID-19 information,
various County resources,
and the ability to create
emergency plans that can
be shared with family and
friends.
The Summit EMA app
also links to the department’s
social media page and
provides access to all new

q
p
M
y
e
r
t
t
r
r
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rRescue Plan Opens Healthcare Marketplace Increases Subsidies

subsidies for those
individuals covered under
state continuation of
Contributed by
coverage programs. You
Deanna M. Wells
Independent Agent/Owner Committed Care Insurance will need to check with
your past employer or
COBRA administrator to
The American Rescue
If you did not previously see if you qualify.
Plan Act (ARPA) was
qualify for a tax credit
One important issue
recently signed. The act
– CHECK AGAIN –
to keep in mind if
provides individuals an
because individuals and
individuals take advantage
opportunity to enroll in
families whose incomes
of the COBRA subsidy.
health insurance under
exceed 400% of the
When the subsidy ends
a new “Special Election
Federal Poverty Level
on September 30, if an
Period.” ARPA has
(currently $106,000
individual chooses not to
created a time of “open
for a family of 4) were
pay COBRA premiums
enrollment” for those not previously excluded from for October and beyond,
currently enrolled in a
any premium assistance
non-payment of premium
health insurance plan.
when shopping for health is not a special enrollment
The “Special Election
insurance, but now will
event for individual
Period” started on
have premiums capped
coverage. Individuals
February 15, 2021 and
at 8.5% of their annual
would not be able to
was extended by ARPA
income. You may now
buy a Marketplace plan
to last until August 15,
qualify for premium
commencing in October.
2021. You are now eligible assistance! Please note
Those individuals would
to purchase Marketplace
in most cases you are
have to wait until open
not eligible for premium
enrollment for 2022 which
Fcoverage or direct
insurance coverage with
assistance if your
starts on November 1
the insurance carriers
employer offers health
and their effective date
without encountering a
insurance.
would be January 1, 2022.
“life changing event.”
Also, if for some reason (We may get further
In addition to opening
you would like to make a clarification of another
the Marketplace, ARPA
change to your individual “special election period”
also allows for significant health insurance coverage as time goes by but at this
increases to premium
you can change insurance point this is something
subsidies (premium
carriers or plans by reto consider regarding
assistance to pay for
enrolling before August
paying full premiums
health insurance) for
15, 2021.
from October-December
those individuals and
ARPA also introduces
2021 or dropping health
families that purchase
100% COBRA premium
insurance coverage all
health insurance through subsidies for individuals
together until January
the Marketplace. Those
who had an involuntary
1,2022).
already enrolled in the
termination or an hour
Important to
Marketplace with incomes reduction resulting in
Remember: The ARPA
between 138%-150% of
loss of health insurance
“Special Election Period”
the Federal Poverty Level from November 1, 2019
ends as of August 15,
(FPL) will now be eligible through September 2021. 2021. After this point the
for health insurance for
All eligible beneficiaries
next time to enroll would
as little as a ZERO-dollar will be given a new
be during the “Open
premium! Those between election period to elect
Enrollment Period” which
150%-400% FPL will be
COBRA even if they have is November 1, 2021
eligible for significantly
never elected coverage,
thru December 15, 2021
increased subsidies/
or if they ceased paying
– coverage would begin
premium assistance that
premiums and were
January 1, 2022.
will lower the cost of their terminated.
If you are interested in
health insurance.
The subsidy period will obtaining health insurance
In order to see if you
run from April 1, 2021
or if you currently have
qualify for additional
through September 30,
a Marketplace plan you
premium assistance you
2021. Employers will
MUST re-apply to obtain
MUST re-enroll/update
offset the cost of COBRA the additional premium
your current Marketplace premiums by taking a
assistance. Committed
enrollment. If you do not credit on payroll taxes.
Care Insurance Services,
re-enroll you will obtain
These COBRA subsidies
LLC can help you with
the additional premium
will also be available
either of these situations!
tax credit at the time you to current COBRA
We have a team of
reconcile your 2021 tax
participants. Additionally, independent insurance
ARPA provides premium agents that can help you
return in 2022.

MEDI-FACTS

enroll in a Marketplace
plan or re-enroll you in a
Marketplace plan. Contact

our office at 330-879-8797
or www.committed2care.
com.

Emotional Help Available

Having trouble coping
on the job, in the family,
socially? Feel like you’re
on a treadmill? Going
nowhere? Life is a hassle?
Emotions Anonymous
can help. Call 234206-1232 or email
emotionsanon@yahoo for

meeting places and more
information.
Emotions Anonymous
is a non-profit fellowship
that meets several times
a week to provide Twelve
Step solutions to people
who are suffering from
emotional problems.

NOW LEASING

1 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
• Community room
• On-site laundry facility
• Off-street parking
• Adjacent to bus line
• Controlled access
• Emergency call system
• Pet friendly
• Close to groceries, pharmacy and hospital
CALL TODAY FOR APPOINTMENT

330.434.5472

25 Broad Street | Akron,Ohio 44305

AnnunciationTerrace.com | Voice/TTY: 800.553.0300
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SENIOR FORUM
SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Senior Forum is published every month and is specially written and produced for active readers 55 years or better in Stark and Summit counties.

NOW YOU CAN GET EACH MONTHLY ISSUE MAILED DIRECTLY TO YOUR HOME FOR ONLY $25 PER YEAR!
To start your subscription, please complete this form and return it with your $25
check made payable to:

Senior Forum, PO Box 36222 Canton, OH 44735

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________________________________________________________
State ____________________________________ Zip _____________________________________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________________________

Announce Your Senior
Club Meeting Or Event.
Complete and return this form and we will try to help you publicize your
non-profit organization’s upcoming meeting or event.
Club/Organization
Name_________________________________________________________________
Meeting/Event/Program
Name or Title__________________________________________________________
Meeting/Event
Day & Date____________________________________________________________
Meeting/Event
Time_ ________________________________________________________________
Meeting/Event
Location______________________________________________________________
Information
Contact Name_ ________________________________________________________
Information
Contact Phone No._ ____________________________________________________
Because we are a monthly publication, please send us your information
by the 15th of the month prior to the month/issue in which you want the
announcement to appear.
For example, if your event is in April, we need to receive your
information by the 15th of March.
Complete the information listed above and mail to:

Senior Forum, PO Box 36222
Canton, OH 44735
Or email to seniorforum1@sbcglobal.net
(THE SENIOR FORUM IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR INFORMATION
SUBMITTED INCORRECTLY AND RESERVES THE RIGHT NOT TO
PUBLISH UNCLEAR OR INCOMPLETE INFORMATION.)

Is It Dementia Or Just
Some Memory Loss?

By Glen
Buttacavoli
We all
forget
things
now and
then, especially as we
get older. However, if a
loved one has noticeably
grown more forgetful
or “absentminded,”
it may be leading to
a more serious issue
such as Alzheimer’s
disease or other types of
dementia. Let’s look at
some possible signs of
dementia.
First of all, your
elderly loved one might
be misplacing things or
repeating stories they
already told you. These
are not necessarily signs
of dementia. Here are
particular behaviors
that may be forms of
memory loss.
1. Losing track of
dates, seasons, and time.
2. Forgetting how to
complete typical tasks.
Your loved one may no
longer do things that
used to be second nature
to them. they might not
be able to remember the
ingredients to a favorite
recipe that they knew
by heart or the rules of

a card game they played
for years.
3. Repeatedly missing
events or appointments.
4. Confusing friends
and loved ones’ names.
5. Forgetting
recent events while
remembering past
events clearly
Memory loss isn’t
the only symptom of
dementia. Look out
other signs of “cognitive
decline” suggested
by the Alzheimer’s
Association such as,
poor judgment or
problem solving, mood
swings or personality
change, issues with
spatial awareness or
language.
Early detection is
essential is helping your
loved one enjoy a higher
quality of life.
Glen Buttacavoli has
over 30 years experience
helping the elder and
their families meet the
challenges of aging. He
continues his passion
for assisting the issues of
aging by forming Senior
life Care Advisors, llc. in
2018. He acts as an Elder
Lifecare Planning Coach.
For more information
call 330-936-3429.
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Free Senior Summit Conference, Community Virtual Event Set

The annual Senior Summit will take place Wednesday May 19 and Thursday,
May 20, 2021 from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Professionals and the community will
gather virtually for this free
event with learning focused
on building Livable Communities also known as Age
Friendly Cities throughout
Akron and Summit County.
For professionals, the
conference provides CEU/
CLE-level sessions. The
event will be free, thanks to
our generous sponsors and
the support of AARP Ohio.
The public is encouraged to
attend.
Registration is now open.
Detailed information on the
conference sessions, breakouts, speakers and registration can be found at http://
bit.ly/seniorsummit2021
The conference targets
professionals who work with
seniors, service providers,

families, and city planners
targeting current and future
needs of communities in
Summit County and beyond. This includes but is
not limited to social workers, guardians, attorneys,
and caregivers. The two day
event has been approved for:
7.0 CLE credits for attorneys
(5.75 general CLE and 1.25
professional conduct) and
7.0 CEUs for LSW/LISW/
SWA and Nurses (via reciprocity with the CSWMFT
board).
All sessions have been approved by Summit County
Probate Court for all attorney and non-attorney
guardian training as required under the Supreme
Court of Ohio Rules of
Superintendence 66.01
through 66.09.
One conference session will reveal of the Age
Friendly Akron survey and
Summit County needs as-

sessment results and all will
provide an opportunity to
take a deeper dive into the
Age Friendly Domains.
Amy Florian of Coregenius in Chicago will be the
keynote speaker on Thursday presenting, Communicating with Clients through
the Toughest Times of Life.
As President of Corgenius,
Amy delivers workshops
across the country that combine a dose of humor with
neuroscience and thanatology (the scientific study
of death and losses both
psychological and social),
to teach professionals and
individuals to build strong
relationships with clients
and friends through all the
losses and transitions of life.
Also included is a session
on Race, Minorities, and
Supporting Older Adults,
featuring speakers Brant
Lee, Professor of Law, Assistant Dean for Diversity and

Smartphone Photography
Essentials
On Wednesday, May 12
from 6:00 until 7:00 p.m.,
the Massillon Public Library
Technology Department will
host a live online YouTube
Live class on “Smartphone
Photography Essentials.”
Take better photos with your
smartphone! We’ll talk about
camera settings, lighting,
composition, and more!
Photo Editing On Smartphones
On Wednesday, May 26
from 6:00 until 7:00 p.m.,
the Massillon Public Library
Technology Department will
host a live online YouTube
Live class on “Photo Editing
on Smartphones.” Learn how
to edit photos on both Apple
and Android phones. Using
the simple techniques demonstrated in this class, you’ll
be able to make any photo
look better!
Registration is required.
An email explaining how to
connect to the live session
will be sent to participants
the day of the program. For
more information about the
program, please contact the

Technology Department at
330-832-9831, x344. To register, please visit our website
at www.massillonlibrary.org.
Elder Fraud And Scams
On Wednesday, May 12 at
6:00 p.m. and via Zoom, join
Massillon Public Library
Director Sherie Brown for
an informative and interactive Zoom session concerning Elder Fraud and Scams.
Learn how to protect yourself
and your loved ones from all
kinds of dastardly schemes!
Local advocates for seniors
will share how to spot and
avoid these common scams.
Interact with a panel of local
experts from law enforcement, the legal system, and
Adult Protective Services.
This program is presented in
partnership with Coleman
Professional Services, the
Stark County Prosecutor’s
Office, and local law enforcement. Featured Guest Speakers are Jim Knight, Crime
Prevention Specialist from
the Stark County Prosecutor’s Office and Denise Hollenbach, I-Team Coordinator
from Coleman Professional
Services’ Adult Protective

Services.
Go to www.massillonlibrary.org to register for
this free program. A Zoom
invitation will be emailed
to registered participants in
advance of the program. For
more information, please
contact Sherie Brown at
brownsh@massillonlibrary.
org or 330-832-9831, x314.
Vinyl Night On The Blacktop
On Monday, May 17 from
6:00 until 7:30 p.m. in the
Massillon Public Library
parking lot, join us LIVE for
“Vinyl Night on the Blacktop!” Grab your lawn chair
and your face covering and
join us in the MPL Parking
Lot to listen to your favorite
classics on vinyl records!
Mark Villono will be spinning the hits! Bring a record
to share!
Registration is required
and limited of 15 participants. For more information
or to register please contact
Sherie Brown at brownsh@
massillonlibrary.org or 330832-9831, x314. Weather
permitting and social distancing will be observed.

Library Offers Community Programs

Social Justice Initiatives, The
University of Akron School
of Law and Kemp Boyd,
Executive Director, Love
Akron, Coach, KenmoreGarfield High School.
Steering partners include:
Summit County Probate
Court, County Executive
Ilene Shapiro County of
Summit, AARP Ohio, Summit County Job and Family
Services, Summit County
Public Health, Akron Bar

Association, Direction
Home Akron Area Agency
on Aging, Community Legal
Aid, Metro RTA, Rubber
City Radio, Summa Health,
Vantage Aging, Volunteer
Guardian Program, and
Western Reserve Hospital.
For more information
about Summit County
Probate Court contact Lisa
Mansfield, Community
Outreach Specialist at (330)
643-7346.
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North Canton, OH 44720
(One block west of 77/Portage St. exit)

